
Dr Katerina Dalacoura was awarded a Major Research 

Fellowship by the Leverhulme Trust for three years starting 

September 2021. Her project, entitled ‘The International 

Thought of Turkish Islamists: History, Civilization and 

Nation’, is situated within the discipline of International 

Relations and specifically engages with the concept of a 

‘global IR’. The study will focus on texts written by iconic and 

minor Islamist intellectuals, and the ideologies of religious 

associations and political organisations in Turkey, to 

investigate three overlapping themes about ‘the international’: history and historiography; 

civilisation and culture; nation and state. Drawing on insights from global intellectual history, it 

will trace the ways in which Turkish Islamist thought, from the late nineteenth century until the 

present, evolved in conversation with philosophical and political debates and trends in both 

European and Muslim settings. In exploring what is presented in the first instance as a ‘non-

Western’ body of thought, the work will query the very categories of ‘Western’ and ‘non-

Western’ on which theoretical debates within the discipline of International Relations are 

increasingly centred. The research will be carried out through textual analysis in combination 

with fieldwork in Turkey. It will result in the publication of a monograph. 

 

 

 

https://www.lse.ac.uk/international-relations/people/dalacoura
https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/major-research-fellowships

